To The Pacific Ocean, The Redwoods, The San Jacinto Mountains, Golden Gate Park, and The white hot heat of the desert, thank you for all the formative and insightful moments of clarity.
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PUBLIC ABSTRACT
Consumerism and Death are both very political and ever present in our lives.
Violence and death are seemingly on the rise, coinciding with the use of media as a distraction. It seems as though every time there is a catastrophic event, the president takes to social media to pick fights or make outlandish claims to distract the people from what is truly happening. Consumption of physical goods is another fixation heightened by the media and celebrities. For the average human, keeping up with social trends is the thing to do, and there is such a quick turn around with what item is considered "hot". This way of living leads to mass production, leading to mass consumption, ending with mass waste.
This societal residue of consumption is pushing us ever closer to mass extinction and we can't seem to kick our wasteful habits.
All of my work for my MFA show will be like encountering an ooey-gooey shiny glitter coated acid bomb. The viewers will be drawn in with the sweet scent of sugary treats and hypnotized by the bright sun-shiny colors, only to realize they've been distracted and an acidic tinge lingers in the air. The dark rippling undertones start to reveal themselves to the audience and suddenly we realize that it's not all fun and games.
Behind the bright colors are dark truths ready to spew some truth juice into your blissed out mindset.
iv Consumerism and death are both political and ever present in our lives, and these are the two themes my recent work focuses upon. Consumption of physical goods is a fixation heightened by the media and celebrities. For many people, keeping up with social trends is the thing to do, and there is a quick turn around with what current item is considered "hot". This way of living leads to mass production, leading to mass consumption, ending with mass waste. The societal residue of living beyond our means is pushing us ever closer to extinction and we can't seem to kick our wasteful habits. I am caught between deeply caring about our earth and the way we treat it, and recognizing that the human race's time on earth is temporary. The universe holds a delicate balance, which has allowed humans to exist, but the balance will shift again. Such is nature. I'm interested in why we fear death when it is life's constant companion.
Symbolic imagery expresses emotions, ideas, actions, and recounts memories. It is a way to tell a story, but still preserve an air of mystery. The viewer is led into the territory of my themes, and then set loose to discover where their own stories become interwoven with mine. I use specific symbols to talk about consumption and death.
Consumerism often shows up as plastic carry-out bags, cigarettes, meat, chewing gum, lighters, pop cans, or drug baggies. The repeating shape of gravestones, coffins, the hellhound, skulls, bone bits, and spots of rot exemplify death. I weave the symbols together into different patterns to make reference to a narrative that is just out of reach.
The audience must fill in the gaps themselves and draw their own conclusions. 
